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As Joe brought peace to the city. City tour offered exciting
insights into the end of the war
by Marco Puschner (Nürnberger Zeitung 21 April 2015)

About 40 participants went on Sunday along with transiturs city tours in the footsteps of a
simple American soldier who came in April 1945 to Nuremberg and had to fight for his life in
the last days of the war. Due to high demand, there is now a third date for the newspaper supported Nuremberg city tour.
It starts with bullet holes. At the House of Art, the former KOMM, they still bear witness to
some of those places where heavy fighting took place in Nuremberg in April 1945. Skirmishes
which the Americans never expected, as the historian Susanne Rieger makes it clear time and
again in her tour. In no other city in Germany the Allies were met with such a fanatical resistance such as in Nuremberg, where the advancing troops were fired upon by, for example,
from the Lorenz Church.
G.I. Joe liberates Nuremberg the tour is overwritten with and G.I. Joe is representative for all
Americans who risked their lives so that we can live in freedom and peace today, said the tour
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guide. Until the evening of 20 April by 2200 hrs. the Nazis were finally defeated, there were
900 deaths, including 140 U.S. soldiers. Senseless victims says Rieger - because it certainly
was only a matter of time before the city had to give in to the two invading infantry divisions
of the U.S. Army. According to Rieger it is clear from the reports of the soldiers and memories that they were amazed not only by the fierce resistance in itself, but also about who stood
in their way. The fact that many women, even the very young, were among the snipers, came
as a surprise to the Americans.
The Allies entered the walled inner city through the Königstor (King’s Gate), the Sterntor
(Star Gate) and the Färbertor (Dyers’ Gate) heading for the center, explains Rieger, as some
rare color photographs mostly from the Färbertor show. It can be seen how the Americans
made announcements to the people - as the pictures were taken, the battles of 20 April 20
were already over with. On Jakobsplatz Rieger then speaks in detail about the last hours of the
war in Nuremberg, because 70 years ago that was the decision place. Gauleiter (head of a
Nazi district) Karl Holz had blockaded himself and his followers in the police headquarters.
Four times the Americans asked Holz to surrender - in vain. When a group wanted to give up
and left the headquarters, it came under fire by its own people. Holz eventually fell in battle,
the Americans also took about 50 Nazis in captivity.
While the 45th Division still had to fight at Jakobsplatz, the 3rd Division already celebrated
their victory on the Main Market Square. There, in the city center, where there was another
victory parade for both divisions on 21 April, the tour ended.
At the end of the tour Rieger cited a report of the war correspondent Collie Small and recalled
that the Americans renamed the then Adolf Hitler Platz in Iron Mike Place. That was the
nickname of General John W. O’Daniel, the commander of the 3rd Division.
The second tour date is 26 April and already fully booked. Therefore, there will be a third tour
on Sunday, 3 May at 1400 hrs. Meeting point: Königstorturm. Participation is free, registration required.
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Fallen in the struggle for the freedom of Nuremberg. Memorial
meeting for slain U.S. soldiers
by Mathias Orgeldinger (Nürnberger Zeitung 21 April 2015)

70 years ago, Nuremberg was liberated by U.S. troops. On Sunday evening Germans and
Americans remembered in front of the plaque on the Zeppelin Grandstand the approximately
140 G.I.s who lost their lives in the battle for the city between 17 and 20 April 1945. The
meeting was organized by the Nuremberg Verlag testimon. We wanted to do something concrete on site for the American soldiers, said Gerhard Jochem of testimon prior to the event.
We have invited about 20 people, including
Colonel Mark A. Colbrook, the commander of
the U.S. Army Garrison Bavaria. During his
visit to Nuremberg Colbrook remembered the
generations of U.S. citizens who were stationed in the city after the war or were even
born there, as well as the very good relations
between Americans and Germans. Susanne
Rieger of testimon emphasized the historical
significance of the Zeppelin Grandstand. The
demolition of the swastika was a worldrenowned symbol of the end of the inhuman
Colonel Colbook in front of the memorial plaque
(photo: Gerhard Jochem)

Nazi dictatorship. Germany was unable to free
herself from the brown plague.
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During the liberation of Nuremberg, especially the 3rd and 45th Infantry Divisions of the U.S.
7th Army were involved. The 3rd Division advanced from the north, the 45th Division from the
south. On 20 April at 1135 hrs. the soldiers of the 3rd Division reached the Main Market
Square and at about 1830 hrs. hoisted the American flag.
Marco Frömter, president of the German-American Club Men’s Club Middle Franconia read
out the names of fallen U.S. soldiers. And Bernd Jesussek quoted from the book Autobahn to
Berchtesgaden, the biography of the American infantryman Sherman W. Pratt. On 17 April
1945 a 8.8-centimeter grenade detonated close to Pratt. While his friend George, who was
kneeling beside him, was killed by shrapnel, he himself remained unharmed. Why did I not
die? To this question I never got an answer.

Susanne Rieger showing a picture of soldiers of the 42nd and the 45th
I.D. meeting at the western city limits of Nuremberg in April 1945
(photo: Gerhard Jochem)

Following the events at the Zeppelintribüne, the participants met in the restaurant Bahnhof
Dutzendteich. The Nuremberg eyewitness Werner Hübner (87) described how he was drafted
in November 1944 into the Wehrmacht. My company commander said that he would not send
17-year-olds in the fight against the Russians. That’s why he was trained as a radio operator
and experienced the end of the war in the Bavarian Forest, told Hübner.
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In a bomb tank he paddled across the Dutzendteich pond
After a march through the forests of the Upper Palatinate he reached on 17 May his hometown in plain clothes. In 1946 he had built, together with friends, canoes from the auxiliary
tanks that American bombers dropped. We then paddled to the Dutzendteich pond, says Hübner. Positively he remembered the German Youth Activities, which were organized by the
Americans in a villa on the Dutzendteich. There were movies and books, but especially
American newspapers that as a teenager one could not get anywhere else.

Following the footsteps of GI Joe. City tour follows
the trail of a U.S. soldier - additional tour date
by mn (Nürnberger Zeitung 24 April 2015)

The guided tour G.I. Joe liberates Nuremberg follows in the footsteps of a simple American
soldier who came to Nuremberg in April 1945. In the last days of World War II, in no other
German city did the invading U.S. military meet such fanatical and senseless resistance.
At the former KOMM and current Künstlerhaus (House of Art) bullet holes still bear witness
to the bitter fighting that took place in the city in the spring of 1945. This resistance was not
expected by the U.S. Army, according to the guide Susanne Rieger. The historian leads the
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historical tour of the southern-part of the old town, following the footsteps of a soldier of the
45th Infantry Division who on 20 April 1945, the last day of battles in Nuremberg, between
piles of rubble and snipers had to risk everything, along with his comrades of the 3rd Infantry
Division north of the Pegnitz river.
At the Königstorturm the approximately 2 hour tour begins. The starting point was not selected without reason: through the Königstor (King’s Gate) - as well as Sterntor (Star Gate)
and Färbertor (Dyers’ Gate) the Allies moved into the city center 70 years ago. Other stations
include Jakobsplatz and the Main Market Square. A special feature of the tour: At the authentic locations numerous contemporary photos will be shown.
Because of the great success, transiturs Städtereisen (city tours) and their sponsors Nürnberger Zeitung have added another tour opportunity: In addition to the already sold-out tour next
Sunday, 26 April, another one will take place on 3 May.

Honorary medal (front & back) given to us by Colonel Colbook
(photo: Gerhard Jochem)
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